Large pelagic fishes migrate throughout the Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean Sea and are widely harvested in commercial and recreational fisheries within the region. If overexploitation of the stocks of these transboundary species and the resulting negative impacts on fishers and user groups dependent upon them are to be avoided, sustainable utilization of large pelagics must be based on collaboration among countries in the context of regional management that is compatible with and functional within the existing management regimes. Fisheries management organizations are making some progress in addressing critical large pelagic fishery issues through various management initiatives, planning efforts, fishery management plans, and, in some instances, actual implementation of regulations (Mahon and McConney 2004, NMFS 2006) . Regulation of large pelagic fishes that move across national boundaries is difficult and requires improved understanding of their biology and ecology in support of regional fisheries development and management. However, the development of management strategies to ensure the region-wide sustainability of large pelagic fish, fisheries, and user groups in the Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean Sea represents a complex process and requires input from fisheries scientists, resource managers and fishers.
The purpose of this symposium was to share current research on the biology and management of large pelagic fishes in the Caribbean Sea and Gulf of Mexico region and to develop a list of recommendations for future research and management of large pelagic fishes related to critical issues of regional concern. We wished 1) to initiate interactions and focused discussion among the GCFI participants on these vitally important issues through oral and poster presentations and a panel/audience discussion, 2) to produce a series of peer-reviewed papers on the current state of knowledge of large pelagic fishes in the Caribbean Sea and Gulf of Mexico, and 3) to allow the committee, based on these presentations and subsequent panel discussions, to develop a synthesis of critical issues of regional concern and the development of a list of recommendations pertaining to future research and management of large pelagic fishes in the region (Brown-Peterson et al., this issue et al., this issue) . Also included are the abstracts from papers presented in the symposium but not submitted for publication in this issue. Finally, the abstracts from other presentations given at the symposium are arranged by theme and presented at the end of this issue. Additionally, the abstracts from the peer-reviewed papers, as well as, full papers or abstracts of the other symposium presentations are also found in the 59th Proceedings of the Gulf and Caribbean Fisheries Institute.
Finally, in order to incorporate as many stakeholders as possible, we established a 5 member panel (H. Oxenford, B. Luckhurst, A. Kinch, E. Prince, and L. Reynal) and a moderator (M. Haughton) from throughout the Caribbean and Gulf of Mexico regions. These individuals encapsulated a broad-based expertise and collectively had vast experience in large pelagic fisheries. Each panel speaker briefly addressed one or more of the following points at the beginning of the discussion: 1) Transboundary issues; 2) Conservation; and 3) Equity in fisheries (i.e., how to maintain equity when dealing with vast differences in the "scale" of economies, political power, fisheries authorities, and fishing/post-harvest enterprises among the various Gulf and Caribbean countries). This was followed by audience participation in the form of a 'question and answer session' which led to identification of 4 major issues related to large pelagic fishes as well as possible recommendations (Brown-Peterson et al., this issue).
The Symposium Organizing Committee consisted of Jim Franks, Nancy Brown-Peterson, Mark S. Peterson (all from The University of Southern Mississippi, USA), Peter Sheridan (National Marine Fisheries Service, Panama City, USA), Brian Luckhurst (Department of Environmental Protection, Bermuda), Hazel Oxenford, and Patrick McConney (both from the University of the West Indies, Barbados).
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